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DISTRICT GOVERNOR – AJIT S VIRDI – MESSAGE
Fellow Lions

As you are aware from my recent newsletters in January and February, District activity has 
been increasing and making up for the quiet months of December and January! Indeed, more 
recently we have been very intensively engaged with the planning of the 2011 28th Annual 
District Convention.

The Lions of Lincoln have been working very hard over the last 18 months to organise and host 
this event and I have no doubt that it will be an enjoyable and productive District Convention. 
I am looking forward to welcoming and meeting all my fellow Lions from our District, where 
we can conduct the business of our Annual General Meeting and also enjoy ourselves as a 
family of Lions.

I would like to take the opportunity once again to invite all Lions from across District 105E 
to attend. This is the most important event in the District Calender – which is also our Annual 
General Meeting – to receive Reports from Cabinet Offi cers on District Activities of the last 
12 months and debate and plan for the next 12 months.

We will be joined by International Director Lion Horst P Kirchgatterer – (and his partner 
Brigitte) – who will address Convention in the second session of the morning (Saturday).

In addition we will have a presentation on Dunstan’s which is a 
Charity Serving Ex-Servicemen with Visual Impairments and 
an update and progress on the North Sea Lions Alliance. 

I would urge all Clubs to ensure that your club has a say in 
the future of the District by registering delegates to vote and 
attending the Business session on Saturday. If you have not 
had the opportunity to attend Convention previously, now 
is the time to come and attend and meet and learn about 
our organisation and what other Clubs and Lions in our 
District do....and for those of you 
who have seen it before please do 
come again so that we can benefi t 
from your experience and meet with 
old friends and make new ones!

As you can see the focus for us 
all at the moment is the District 
Convention, but before I pack my 
bags and head off to the historic City 
of Lincoln..... just a quick reminder 
that we are currently in the third 
Global Service Action plans of our 
International President which is:

Relieving the Hunger - to organise 
food drives and projects to feed the 
hungry - 
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The fourth from April:  Protecting our Planet – aims to Implement projects that improve and 
protect the environment,  for example through: organising a highway clean up , planting trees, 
or planning a community ‘Earth Day’ events to collect recyclables such as aluminium cans, 
plastic  bottles, used cell phones and batteries.

Please carry on serving your local communities the best way you can and offering the helping 
hand for those in need. I very much look forward to seeing many of you in Lincoln on the 
11th-13th March...

Ajit Singh Virdi, District Governor 105E

DISTRICT GOVERNOR TEAM 2011 – CLUB VISITS
Schedule of Proposed Visits to 1st March to 31st May 2011. Member of the Team visiting will 
telephone or E-Mail 4-6 weeks in advance to confi rm arrangements.

DISTRICT GOVERNOR – AJIT S VIRDI
Leicester Charnwood 9th March 2011 
Melton Mowbray 10th March 2011 
DISTRICT CONVENTION 11th, 12th, 13th March 2011 Lincoln
Long Eaton 21st March 2011 
Vale of Belvoir 23rd March 2011 
Ashbourne & District 4th April 2011 
Louth District 7th April 2011 
Coningsby & Tattershall 11th April 2011 
Winterton & District 13th April 2011 
Nottingham West 14th April 2011 
Oadby & Wigston 18th April 2011 
Leicester Host 19th April 2011
COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS AND 
   MD CONVENTION 6th – 8th May 2011 Belfast

1ST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR – ROBIN DUKE  

Blaby & District 9th March 2011 
Grantham 17th March 2011 
Nottingham City 28th March 2011 
Skegness 7th April 2011 
The Deepings TBC 

DISTRICT GOVERNORS PARTNERS CHARITY APPEAL
For the year 2010/2011 District Governor Ajit’s wife Kulwant has chosen Diabetes UK as her 
nominated charity.

All Lions are no doubt aware that this disease is affecting increasing number of people not 
only in this country but across the world. Diabetes UK are helping those affected by this 
disease and also funding research to fi nd a cure.

Please make donations payable to Lions Clubs International District 105E and endorsed on 
the back of all cheques with – Diabetes UK and forward to the Distirict Treasurer.

Kulwant is grateful and appreciative of donations which have already been made to this 
important appeal. She will be working hard with DG Ajit and all clubs within the District to 
further raise funds and hopes that you can all continue with your support.
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PRESENTATION TO BASSETLAW FASHION SERVICES
At a recent presentation evening, Retford Lions were able to make donations totalling £8500. 
In keeping with the club’s commitment to youth activities, many of the benefi ciaries were 
youth groups in the area. 

Three Scout groups and St John Cadets, all of whom provide assistance with Santa’s visits 
in the area, shared £475. Retford Gymnastics Club, which provides opportunities for over 
300 people, received a cheque for £500 towards the cost of a new safety mat and Thrumpton 
School a donation of £500 towards the cost of equipping a sensory room for pupils with 
specifi c needs.

Additionally, as a result of the recent appeal to clubs in the District, we were able to present 
a cheque for £1525 to Bassetlaw Fashion Services. The Retford Club would like to offer their 
sincere thanks to the 12 clubs that contributed to this very worthwhile and almost unique 
charity.

The largest donation of the evening was reserved for the Bassetlaw Hospital. The club has for 
some time been involved in trying to raise awareness of Prostate Cancer. Last year a portable 
blood testing device was purchased for the department and the club heard of the need for a 
TRUS machine at the hospital; this piece of equipment will mean that many gents from the 
area will not have to travel to Doncaster for elements of their treatment. 

The club benefi tted from a legacy made by a local gentleman a while ago and was looking 
for a suitable project. This was deemed to be that project and a donation of £5500 was made 
towards the cost of the £55000 piece of equipment.

Right: LP Bruce Barnett presenting 
a cheque to representatives of 
Bassetlaw Fashion Services.

Left: LP Bruce Barnett presenting 
a cheque to members of Bassetlaw 

Urology Department.
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PLEASE NOTE – DIARY DATES
All Charter Dates and Club & District Events for inclusion in the District Secretary’s 
Notice Board should be sent direct to the District Secretary, Bob Coxhead – he can be 
contacted at bobcoxhead@btinternet.com, telephone 01529 304602, or by post Lion 
Bob Coxhead, 17, Kirkdale Close, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, NG34 8NN.

SUPERIOR WHETSTONE MAKE THEIR MARK
Louth Old Boys, former winners of the Tournament, had been patiently waiting for their 
introduction this season, having had a bye in the fi rst round. It was a fair trip down to the 
outskirts of Leicester to meet Whetstone Junior Football Club for them on Saturday 29th 
January.

Unfortunately, Whetstone is a team not supported by any Lions Club, which is a shame as 
they are small enthusiastic junior football club with some purpose and ambition. However the 
Tournament organisers are partially looking after them.

The weather that day was fi ne and dry but the pitch was a bit ‘claggy’ from previous rain. The 
small Club building provided basic facilities, but the hospitality of the hosts was excellent with 
free refreshments throughout. Louth Old Boys turned out in blue and Whetstone in red with 
a modest number of supporters coaxing each team.

The match kicked off just before 12.30pm and after initial settling Whetstone began to show 
their skill. Goals fl owed fairly steadily making the score at half time 7 – 0.  The second half 
must have looked a bit daunting for Louth, but they came out and bravely gave their best. The 
far superior Whetstone lads just kept going and racked up another 6 goals making the fi nal 
score:

Whetstone Junior FC    13       Louth Old Boys    0

The Louth keeper should be commended – he might have let 13 in but he probably saved just 
as many. 

A National Tournament is bound to draw in a range, in terms of quality, of teams and this 
match did exemplify that. It was pleasing to see the Louth manager take the trouble to address 
the Whetstone team after the match and congratulate and wish them well. One sided it might 
have been, but a very ‘sporting’ atmosphere throughout.

After the match, the small building revealed a small army of helpers who proceeded to provide 
a quantity and selection of food for all not previously seen before – a splendid effort and 
contribution by the host parents.

Whetstone now play hosts to Healing Hotspurs sponsored by Grimsby NE Lincs in round 3.
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NEWS UPDATE FROM THE DISTRICT 
LCIF COORDINATOR

LCIF Shining a Beacon of Hope

Many Lions will wish to be updated on the role our organisation is playing in what seems like 
an endless stream of disasters Worldwide. It is important to stress that Lions are not an aid 
agency with the resources and skills to fl y in and start high profi le activities from “day one”.  

Lions do however have the almost unique advantage of having Clubs and infl uential Lion’s 
members already on the ground in the affected countries. These Lions have a real understanding 
of the needs of the affected communities and the local knowledge that allows the money 
collected from Lions Club members around the World to be used effectively. Too often when 
disasters occur the aid agencies descend with massive resources to save lives and get essential 
services restarted but then out of necessity have to move on. Hopefully Lions money will still 
be there working long after the disaster has left the headlines.

LCIF has opened an appeal for the Australian Flood Disaster, Clubs wishing to make a 
donation should send cheques to the District Treasurer clearly indicating this on the back of 
the cheque.

However, there is a dilemma, Clubs should seriously consider making undesignated donations 
as the Foundation relies on these funds to make Grants for all its activities including disaster 
relief.

The latest news about Haiti is that LCIF have signed off a project to rebuild the National Nurses 
School of Port Au Prince, LCIF will provide $368,421 US Dollars or 27% of the entire cost 
of construction and equipment. Other projects for LCIF Funding are still in the development 
stage including suitable educational and medical projects for the donations which are now in 
excess $660,000 dollars provided by the Lions Clubs of the British Isles and Ireland.

The total amount of money donated by District E for Pakistan is £10367.27 and for Haiti is 
£1153.90 and the combined amount of money for Pakistan donated by the Clubs of MD105 
for this Fiscal year is £162,371.77 and for Haiti is £12501.92.

The total amount of undesignated donations is £1500.00.

LCIF have now introduced a Contributing Members Programme and provided me with the 
necessary pins, the cost is $20 US Dollars per member (£13.00), both the District Governor 
and the Vice Governors also have a small supply.

Congratulations to the 3 100% Contributing Members Clubs who will now receive a banner 
patch and also to the individuals who have become Contributing Members.

I encourage all Clubs to become 100 percent Contributing Members Clubs which can be paid 
out of their Charity Accounts, as this is an excellent of Clubs supporting LCIF.

RETENTION MATTERS!
Fellow Lions – There’s only a short time left for us to work on retaining the members we will 
otherwise lose before the next club subscriptions are due.

We all know the process; we review the membership list and drop those that haven’t been 
active or haven’t paid their dues, just before the June deadline!

Perhaps this year your club might change that process. Start now, get in touch with any members 
who haven’t been seen recently; are they ill? do they have new family commitments? do they 
feel unvalued? With sensitive discussion, a work-around can be found for many situations and 
the club member will feel valued and want to remain in your club.

More diffi cult is the, soon to be a big problem, question of fi nance. It is probable that some 
members have already begun to feel the pressure of rising prices; is your club able to, in 
confi dence, support members who are facing hard times? How about raising the topic at your 
next club meeting?
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DREAM MAKING FOR SICK CHILDREN
On 9th February 2011, The Vale of Belvoir Lions had 
Maggie Falconer of When You Wish Upon A Star attending 
as a guest speaker. The charity has an offi ce in Nottingham, 
in the futurist house on Valley Road, and also has a further 
two offi ces in Stockport and Grimsby.

Set up some 21 years ago, its primary aim is grant wishes to 
children with life threatening or terminal illnesses. A very 
worthy cause indeed. Children aged between 2 and 16 can 
ask literally for any wish they want to come true.

Over 14,000 wishes have been granted since starting, 
and every year, every single wish asked for is granted! A 
remarkable feat for a charity.

Typical wishes include, meeting a favorite sporting hero, a laptop so children in hospital can 
keep in touch and use the internet, meeting a pop band or singer, toys to play with and the 
most popular of all a trip to Florida to meet Mickey Mouse and other Disney characters. In 
fact one little boy’s wish was to take part in the parade at Disneyland....When You Wish Upon 
A Star made this come true.

This year, the charity is raising funds to send 400 sick or ill children to Lapland to see Santa 
and his magical kingdom. A total of 100 children per fl ight, each with a guardian aim to be 
fl own to lapland later this year. Each fl ight costs £70,000, so the cost of sending a single child 
is £700.00 per seat.

The Vale of Belvoir Lions are proud to offer sponsorship for a seat for this most worthwhile 
of charities.

Full story with pictures here: http://www.voblions.org.uk/archive/2011-02-09_when_you_
wish_upon_a_star/

AN EVENING OF PRESENTATIONS AND CASINO FUN!
The VOB Lions meeting on 23rd February was 
not held in the normal business-like format, 
but instead, we had representatives from 
four charities that we have raised funds for, 
come along to receive their cheques. This was 
followed by an evening meal provided by the 
Vale of Belvoir Inn, and then an evening of fun 
and games around a selection of roulette and 
card tables!

The Charities presented to were:

1) Friends of Chernobyl Children £800.00
2) STEPS £500.00
3) Rainbows Children’s Hospice £1000.00
4) When You Wish Upon a Star £700.00
5) Maggie’s Centre of Cancer (not present) 
£150.00

Full story and pictures here: http://www.voblions.
org.uk/archive/2011-02-23_presentation_
evening/
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Oadby & Wigston Lions Club
(Registered Charity No. 326456)

Charity Golf Competition
Wednesday 8th June at Scraptoft Golf Club

Teams of 4 golfers can enter for a fee of £180, which includes 18 holes of golf 
and a 3 course dinner, with over £500 in competition prizes.

• The winners will be the best 6 teams. 

• Nearest the pin and longest drive individual competitions.

• The new Adrian Day Trophy will be presented for the highest individual points 
score from a Lion member.

• Why not Sponsor-a-hole which includes an advertisment in the competition 
programme this will only cost £25.

• Friends, supporters and fellow Lions are invited to attend the 3 course 
competition dinner for £15

If you want to take part or require more information please contact Lion John 
Brooks on 0116 2592754 or Lion President Kelvin Kempster on 0116 2592103 or 
email kelvinkempster@btinternet.com

A great day out for Golfers and friends.
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DISTRICT TRAVELLING COMPETITION
Position as at 24th February 2011

ZONE B

Glanford & Lindsey    219
Scunthorpe  66

ZONE C 

Coningsby & Tattershall   248
Woodhall Spa    154

ZONE E

Ilkeston    92

ZONE F
Loughborough    283
Bradgate   160

ZONE G
Retford     70

NB – Don’t forget - if your club hosts a 
Zone meeting you can claim 10 points per 
member attending!

9



District 105E Newsletter

www.lions105e.org.uk www.lionsmd105.org

LIONS DISTRICT 105E
DISTRICT SECRETARY’S NOTICE BOARD

MARCH 2011
Please contact the District Newsletter Editor – Lion Steve Newton – if you have any items of 
interest whether they are of a formal or humorous nature for inclusion in the DGs Newsletter. 
His email address is: stephennewton@cupits.co.uk

Boston Lions have changed their meeting venue as their previous one closed down suddenly. 
They are now holding meetings at The Queen of Spades, Wellington Road, Boston, Lincs, 
PE21 0NX. Meetings still commence at 8pm, on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month.

Lion David Sarson, secretary of Shepshed Lions, has unfortunately resigned from Lions for 
personal reasons. All correspondence should for the time being be addressed to the Club 
President, Lion Lynn Jackson.

Charters 2011

05 Mar. Louth & District Lions Charter – Kenwick Park Hotel
05 Mar. Mansfi eld & District Lions Charter – Sherwood Golf Club, NG18 3EW – Further 

details from Lion Gerry Kelly on 01623 622035
05 Mar. Grimsby North East Lincs Lions Charter – 7 for 7.30 pm – Dancing to Fuzion 

the best party showgroup in the area – Cromwell Banqueting Suite Kings Road, 
Cleethorpes opposite Cleethorpes Leisure Centre – Tickets £25 per person

12 Mar. Isle of Axholme Lions Charter Anniversary – Haxey Memorial Hall – 7 for 7.30 pm 
– Details from Lion Graham Guest on 01427 753319

19 Mar. Scunthorpe Lions 47th Charter Anniversary – Ashby Decoy Golf Club, Burringham 
Road, Scunthorpe - 7 for 7.30 pm. £24 per person – Entertainment by JOSHUA.

19 Mar. Loughborough Lions 40th Charter Anniversary – Loughborough College, LE11 
3BT - 7 for 7.30 pm

26 Mar. Coningsby & Tattershall Lions 14th Charter – Woodhall Spa Hotel, Woodhall Spa 
– 7 for 7.30 pm

02 Apr. Grantham Lions Charter Dinner – Belton Park Golf Club
02 Apr Glanford & Lindsey Lions Charter – The White Heather, Caenby Corner
09 Apr. Rothley & Sour Valley Charter Dinner – Birstall Golf Club. 7 for 7.30 pm
16 Apr. Swadlincote & Dist. Lions Charter Dinner & Dance. Ashfi eld House, Ashby Rd, 

Burton on Trent. 7 for 7.30 pm
17 Apr. Gainsborough Lions - 2011 Charter Lunch - Gainsborough Golf Club
23 Apr. Grimsby Cleethorpes Lions Club 43rd Charter Anniversary Dinner – Waltham 

Windmill Golf Club – 7 for 7.30 pm – Dress formal.
30 Apr. Melton Mowbray Lions Charter Dinner Dance – Scalford Hall – 7 for 7.30 pm. – 

Fun male vocal due Double Xl appearing – Tickets £29.50 per person
03 May. Grantham Lions - Variety Showcase in support of Marie Curie Cancer Care Grantham 

Branch -Guildhall Arts Centre Grantham - £10.00 per Ticket, available from Box 
Offi ce Tele 01476 561706 or book online www.guildhallartscentre.com

07 May. Spalding Lions 40th Charter – South Holland Centre Spalding
13 May. Sleaford & District Lions Charter – Lincolnshire Oak Hotel, East Road, Sleaford – 

7.15 pm for 7.45 pm - £26 per person
14 May. Long Eaton Lions – Charter Night – Novotel – More details from Lion Brian Moore 

on 01332 515536.
14 May Woodhall Spa Lions Charter Anniversary – Further details to be advised.
15 May. Lincoln Lions – Charter Lunch
10 Jun. Hykeham Lions 22nd Charter Anniversary – Bentley Hotel, North Hykeham
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11 Jun. Ashby de la Zouch & Coalville Lions 3rth Charter Anniversary – The Appleby Inn, 
Appleby Magna.

18 Jun.  Bradgate Lions Annual Charter – Forest Hills Golf Club 
26 Jun. Retford Lions Charter – Sunday Lunch at West Retford Hotel.
02 July Southwell and District 30th Charter at the Saracen’s Head Hotel, Southwell. 7 for 

7.30 pm. More details later. Contact Ian Robinson on 01636 815704
01 Oct. Ilkeston Lions Charter - Morley Hayes Hotel and Golf Club - 7 for 7.30pm - Please 

note new date & venue. More details from Ray / Sue Birch 0115 9447737
02 Oct. Matlock Derwent Valley Lions Charter – The Boundary – 12.30 for 1 pm – Details 

from the Secretary.
11 Nov. Skegness Lions 35th Charter Anniversary Dinner – South View Park Hotel, 

Skegness.

Club & District Events 2011

05 Mar. Vale of Belvoir Lions - Millionaires Evening on behalf of Kidney Research at 
Bottesford VC Hall

11-13 Mar. District Convention – Lincoln
19Mar.  Vale of Belvoir Lions Race Night - Allington Village Hall
20 Mar. Spalding Lions Radar Challenge – Sponsored walk/run/cycle/dog walk Fund Raising 

event – anyone can participate – further details on www.spalding-lions.org.uk
25 Mar. Lincoln Lions - The Wrinkly Rockers - a super night of nostalgia remembering the 

music of the 60s and 70s.
26 Mar. Vale of Belvoir Lions - Annual Music Quiz Bottesford Village Hall – Funds raised to 

go to MS Charity
02 April Vale of Belvoir Lions - Big Band Night - Bottesford Village Hall
6-9 May  Multiple District Convention – Belfast
28 May Sleaford & District Lions - Seafood Extravaganza – Legionnaires Club, Sleaford – 

Dancing to the well respected Wrinkly Rockers Band.
29 May. Lincoln Lions – Charity Cycle Ride
04 Jun. Fifth Cabinet Meeting and District Social
09 Jun. Long Eaton & Derby Lions – Joint Charity Golf Day in aid of Cystic Fibrosis – 

Mickleover Golf Club – Further details from Lion Brian Moore on 01332 515536.
11 Jun. Ilkeston Lions - 21st Anniversary of the Ilkeston Lions Carnival on the Rutland 

Recreation Ground, 12.30 to 5.00pm
11 Jun. Oadby & Wigston Lions - Music for Heroes Concert in support of Help for Heroes 

to be performed by the Bardi Wind Orchestra at De Montfort Hall Leicester 7.30pm. 
Tickets cost £12, £10 and £8 or £2 for under 18s, with concessions at £10.50, £8.50 
and £6.50 and are available from De Montfort Hall box offi ce on 0116 2333111.

24 Sep. Spalding Lions 60/70s Night - £10 per ticket includes hog roast – Spalding Grammar 
School – further details on www.spalding-lions.org.uk

04 Oct. Spalding Lions Sponsored Swim - further details on www.spalding-lions.org.uk

This is your District Notice Board. Use it to promote your Club Social and Fundraising events 
or to pass on any information to the Clubs in our District.

Please notify me of any changes in home addresses, meeting places, telephone numbers, e-mail 
addresses etc. as soon as possible.

I can be contacted at bobcoxhead@btinternet.com. My telephone number is 01529 304602.

My home address is Lion Bob Coxhead, 17, Kirkdale Close, Leasingham, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, 
NG34 8NN.
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DISTRICT 105E – MERL Team
January 2011

This target is for each Lions Club within the District to have a net 
membership growth of at least one member.

PLUS ONE

Lions Clubs LCI MD 105 105E

Total Membership 1,337,745 17,032 1,209
Total Clubs 45,744 851 59
Ave. Members/Club 29.4 20.01 20.49

Membership Gain 110,955 917 63
Membership Loss 112,150 1,101 50
Net Gain/Loss - 1,195 - 184 +13
Gain/Loss - 0.09% - 1.07% +1.09%

District 105E welcomes the following members in Lions this month

Name of Lion Club Name of Sponsor
Chris Capes Coningsby & Tattershall Anne Simons
Rachel Harvey Coningsby & Tattershall Patricia Phillips
Stuart Horsfall Lincoln Paul Stafford
Malcolm Wallace Lincoln Colin Bailey
Sybil Walker Long Eaton Notts Kenneth Hyde
Susan Dilus Oadby & Wigston Peter Cailey
Monica Frost Oadby & Wigston Janice Clay
Kathleen Bradley Retford Shirley Scott
Mark Bramble Southwell & District Nick Turner
David Bates Vale of Belvoir Scott Hinton

District Membership Losses year to date;
 Deceased  8 (16%)
 Moved  2 ( 4%)
 Non-Attendance  0 ( 0%)
 Non-Attendance & Non-Payment of Dues  3 ( 6%)
 Non-Payment of Dues  0 ( 0%)
 Resigned in Good Standing 32 (64%)
 Others  4 ( 8%)
 Club Cancelled  0 ( 0%)
 Transferred in Good Standing  1 ( 2%)

9 Clubs did not submit their Membership Reports this month.

Lion Alan Hall, Tel: 01652 655470, email: Alansville@aol.com 1st February, 2011

1209
Members


